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Can It Pay?

Germany is playing a desperate game in
undertaking to starve out Great Britain
by destroying all merchantmen carrying
supplies to British ports. She is willing
to declare war on all the neutral maritime
nations on the mere chance of beating her
chief enemy into submission.

Apart from the criminality of drawing
the sword on neutral nations against which
ghe has no grievance under international
law, can such a gambler's policy pay?
What hope has Germany of extinguishing
the merchant marines on which Great
Britain and her allics are depending for
supplies?

1t must be remembered that Germany's
promises to the United States, made after
the Sussex incident, have really affected
passenger sleamers only. The German
submarines have continued their warfare
on the freight carriers of the Entente
powers and on neutral freight carriers
other than those flying the American flag.
Norway has lost a larger percentage of
her merchant marine since the beginning
of the war than either Great Britain or
France has. Holland and Sweden have
lost nearly as large a percentage of their
shipping as Italy has. Moreover, the
losses of France, Great Britain and Italy
have been made up in part through the
seizure of interned German shipping.

Recent calculations of sea losses show
that Great Britain’s has been about 11 per
cent of the marine in existence before the
war. But the ships built in 1915 and 19186
have offset most of this shrinkage. France
has lost 12 per cent of her shipping, but
made up half that through new construe-
tion. Italy has lost 9 per cent. Portugal's
marine is larger to-day than it was before
the war.

1f it took Germany two years and a half
to destroy this relatively small proportion
of the merchant fleets of the Entente na-
tions and of the three chief neutral car-
riers, how can even the improved subma-
rins fleet expect to accomplish anything
like an annihilation of meutral and bel-
ligerent carrying trade within the next six
months? And six months is the period
now set by the Germans for the realiza-
tion of their last frantic hope of victory.

From a military point of view submarine
warfare has been of little profit to Ger-
many. It has hardly repaid the money
and energy spent on it. It bas had no
vesults, and can have none, which would
justify its continuation on a lawless and
murderous scale, at the cost of war with
the United States and other neutrals,

Yet such is the Tirpitz obsession, which
has alzo filled the German public mind,
that the German Government is willing, as
Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg frankly
says, to stake everything on the possibility
of winning a victory through illegal and
ferocious submarine warfare.

Under the spell of this frenzied illusion
Germany is willing to renounce humanity
and cast aside all respect for the restraints
of law and civilization.

The new eubmarine campaign may yield
many new victims, It may slake somewhat
German thirst for revenge on the British,
But it cannot pay. Germany can find no
recompense in its horrors for being ad-
judged an outcast from civilization—an
Ishmael and a pariah among the nations of
the world.

Costly Foolishness

The chief ohjection to the two-platoon
gystem in the Fire Department, a test of
which the Board of Aldermen has ordered,
is that it would completely break down the
efficiency of that organization as a fire-
fighting agency. Probably the next great-
est objection to it is on the score of cost,
That the aldermen are already discover-
ing. They have made provision for a bond
jssue of £125,700 to cover the expenses.
Fire Commissioner Adamson has warned
them that the two-platoon arrangement
cannot be put into effect with the present
membership of the department. To have
two brigades in the department, working
fixed hours, would leave the city more or
less unprotected. Consequently, if the
scheme is to be tried with any degree of
thoroughness and the public cared for as
well, additions must be made to the mem-
bership of the department,

1t is always within the prerogative of
public officials ¥ be foolish if they desire
to be, but the taxpayers of New York must
regret that this particular brand of fool-
ishness took possession of the aldermen.
The two-platoon scheme was tried faith-
fully und thoroughly for nearly three
moaths in 1904 and 1905 in the third bat.
talion of the Fire Department. The results
shown caused its rejection. Every Fire
Commissioner, every head of the uni-
formed fire-fighting force has set his face
sgainst it, not from any desire to grind
down or overwork the firemen—the fire
chiefs come from the ranks, and the com-
missioners have all been the warm friends
of their men—but hecause they know the
plan is vicious and harmful to the best in
terests of the city, It would be expensive;

"lin any permanent change in the methods

|rank this city’s departmen!, as the best in

it would produce a thoroughly dangerous
division of responsibility between the two
platoons; it would put the individual fire-
man on the basis of a time-serving labor
unionite, watching the clock for quitting
time, instead of being the eager, zealous,
brave guardian of the public which men
in that service must be if they are the
right kind of men to stay there. The plan
is so manifestly weak and dangerous—
dangerous alike to the Fire Department
and the public welfare—that there is lit-
tle chance that this experiment will result

of fighting and preventing fires which now

the world. On that account the waste of
city money in making the experiment is
the more to be regretted.
Not Even Partners?
Experimenting with that irritating yet
entertaining puzzle matrimony, in the
hope of lengthening and lightening its
shackles, a modernist couple of our town,
Margaret and Winthrop Lane, have taken
a very long leap. Speaking in “The
Evening Sun,” Mrs. Lane explains that
she and her husband have carried eco-
nomic independence to this farthest limit:
“We do not pool our financial interest®.
We do not throw our earnings in one large
heap and then spend it together, for lo|
our minds that destroys the individuality
that must somehow be preserved if the
marrikge is to be a success. We divide|
the bills evenly, and then each of us has
the remainder of his or her own money|
for persone] expenditures. Each of us re-|
msins & free person. If I make a mistake
1 will pay for that mistake myself. Anc
my husband has the same happy feeling.”

This might be a happy feeling. And
again, we suspeet, it might not. When a
business partnership is formed, let us say
between lawyers, one of the chief benefits
gought and obtained is just this pooling
of profits and losses, successes and mis-
takes. The theory of every such partner-
ship is that in the long run such credit
and debit items balance each other and
there is no ultimate loss to either side, but
a steady dividend of mutual helpfulness.
The basic idea of partnership is precisely
this aiding each other through tight
places and past occasional mistakes.

So the thought occurs: If the law firm
of Smith, Jones & Davis (with young
Rrown, Jones and Peppercorn as juniors,
rames on the door) can run a partnership
with quite complete freedom of individual-
ity, year in and year out, upon the basis
¢f pooling profits and losses, why cannot
a simple combination like Margaret and
Winthrop Lane? Does the mere fact that
you are married make a business partner-
ship with your husband or wife impossi-
ble—or at least incompatible with true
independence of soul? Perhaps some of
cur philosophical experimenters will ex-
plain.

Clews to Genius

Dr. Arthur C. Jacobson makes a useful
suggestion in “The New York Medical Jour-
nal” to those earnest and painstaking per-
sons who epend their days in what they
are pleased to call psychic research. He
holds that the tomfooleries of the most
celebrated mediums are at best trivial and
insignificant in comparison with the feats|
of men of genius; and as he conceives that
both groups of phenomena have a comnmon
origin in so far as each is the expression
of a secondary personality, so it seems 1o
him that an inquiry into the nature of
genius would be more interesting and more
fruitful than the tedious collection of
mediumistic vaporings. “Why delve so
exhaustively into the lesser sphere,” he
asks, “and fool with Calibans, when the
Prosperos, waving their magic wands,
stand before us?"

The enthusiasts of automatic wriling
and planchette will quarrel with him at
the outset for jumping to a conclusion,
“There is, of courge,” he says, “nothing
supernatural about mediumship. The
medium is merely controlled by a
secondary personality that has come out of
his (usually her) own subconscious mind."”
The “of course” will be ohjected to by
spiritistic folk as too magisterial, just as
others will doubtless object to the offhand
“of course” of a naive enthusiast who in
commenting upon Dr. Jacobson's concep-
tion of genius remarks that “of course it
gains plausibility from the fact that it is|
solidly based on Freudian psychology.” '

It is the fashion &t present to trace
everything to Freud by way of establishing
its respectability, but in truth there is
nothing inevitably Freudian in Dr. Jacoh
son's discourse, except possibly the trick of |
putting forth unproved conclusions with
only a bare “of course” to establish their
authenticity. And as Dr. Jacobson is only|
offering a suggestion for a systematic in-|
quiry, that is perhaps allowablc. '

If the dabblers in the spirit world resent |
this unceremonious way of dismissing their
pet hypothesis there are others who will
join with them in denouncing his teach-|
inge for other reasons. As his notion is
that “the genius is a superman—a man,
plus a secondary personality, his genius re-|
siding not in the primary self, but in this
secondary personality,” so he fancies that

. = e

the inhibitions of potential genius, “The
real miracle that invites our t'u:1r1t(=:“nph.tlinn1I
And then, drawing examples “from the|
clinic of life,” he proceeds to give a long|
list of great men supposed to have over-|
come the paralyzing inhibitions by the use
of aleoholic beverages.

|berry currency.

is the paralysis of inhibitory mechanisms,”|""

of phthisical producers would have been
unereative but for the useful influence of
tuberculosis. Still, it is for the present
only an assumption and it cannot be proved
by saying it is obvious and of course true.
But it is obvious that the only way to
settle the matter is by a careful inquiry,
and that is what Dr. Jacobson is driving

at, of course,

City Children and Imagination

It is & wise child that knows the uses
of his own imagination—in a metropolis.
Therefore we note with all the greater
pleasure that a certain discerning Parents'

iati y Jide, d | st g i ‘
Association of the West Side, made Up, who only sees the hole in the latter. 3°-trugedy is still unavenged and unatoned for.

one would fancy, of men and women not
always tied to the treadmill of a city
existence, has determined that its children
shall have a gigantic community back-
vard as its playground. Most hopeful of
all is the proviso that it is not to be chock-
full of slides and svw 'ngs and bars and
sandboxes, but that it is to be outfitted
with just the youngsters and the scope for
their games,

No parent could make a city child a
more precious gift than this one of space
and the necessity for being sufficient unto
himeelf. It is a necessity seldom brought
home to the embryo Manhattanite. 1is

| pleasures, like his studies, are thoroughly |
systematized as a rule, and hopelessly effi-|

cient. His sports are tabloid and pre-
digested, Joy mongers leave his guaran-
teed games at the door of mornings along
with the certified milk, There is far too
much apparatus about his life.

The great danger of metropolitan child-
liood is that the imagination, also, is com-
pressed. It is diffieult for the boys and
girls to believe in Jack and the Beanstalk
—they who have eeen beans measured by
the pound, and in no other way. And how
shall they picture Aladdin and his magie
lamp who have never crept into a cave
and who know all lights as electric incan-
descents?

The average city playground would far
better be stripped of half or all its appa-
ratus, Then our children might be led to
exercise their flabby initiative and to find
room for some of those old, sturdy outdoor
games that make up our own most shining
memories of childhood.

Backyards are dear to all of us. They
were the stages for our most joyous tri-
umphs, as knights in jousts, and ladies
swishing the borrowed gear of our firs
long skirts. We stocked huge ecattle
ranches there with pedigreed pebbles, and
played bank with a green store of goose-
And sometimes, through
the nodding hollyhock heads, the fairies
peeped out at us as we played.

Some of these delights are necessarily
denied to the little children of the metropo-
lis, but most of ther ®re quite possible, if

lonly we will not hedge them about too

closely with possessions and ready-made
ideas, Now and then you will see the
dreams of one who is an intimate of the
pymphs in the eyes of a little East Side
girl, dancing to a hurdy-gurdy. But the
toy automobile dealt a cruel blow to faney
when it supplanted the hroomstick as a
steed, and the doll that says “Mamma” of
itself is a fact unfriendly to imagination
hecause it says no more. The rag doll
was u real conversationalist,

This backyard park of the Parents'
Association of the Horace Mann School is
certainly a step in the right direction. It
iv to be no more than two vacant lots meta-
morphosed into a playground, where old-
{ashioned games are to be played and the
“Keep off the grass" curse of childhood is
{0 be unknown,

There are other vacant lots here and
there over the city; sometimes a bough or

|two of a tree peeping over a billhoard

tukes the imagination eaptive, as we hurry
past them. The Parents’ Association of
the Horace Mann School was able to rent
its lots for @ comparative cong from real
estate dealers interested in the experiment,

Other dealers, also, might be eajoled into
interest or prefer a small rental to having
their lots lie idle. Why not an extension
of the backyard propaganda for as many
as possible of the city’s youngsters? Why
not a campaign for safeguarding our chil-
dren’s imagination, as we safeguard their
morals?

Bird Protection

i(rom The Chicago Herald)

Friends of wild birds and animals were suf-
ficlently infuential to persuade the govern-
ments of the United States and of Great
Britain to ratify a migratory bird treaty on
December 6 lust. The effect of this treaty is
he establishment of an embargo on non-
game hirds.

By its terms both Canads and this country
are pledged to put a stop to the wanton kill-
ing of wild erestures. Everybody in a gen-
eral way favors such a treaty. The utility to
sgriculture of many birds which were once
elaughtered in wholesale fashion is now well
known. In addition te that an appreciation
of the interest and of the charm of these
denizens of the flelds and woods has become
common. Public opinion sanctions the pro-
tection which is proposed.

Hut it can never be effective in this country
without the ereation of special officials. Des.
pite the majority approval the treaty will not
enforce itself. Consequently the National
Association of Audubon Societies has drafted

a useful field of inquiry would be found inly bill which, among other things, directs the

Department of Agriculture to look after the
ohservance of the treaty. This measure is
e of the minor expressions of the modern
conscienee, bhut it is none the less deserving
of the serious attention of Congress.

Civis Romanus Sum
A citizen of Rome, strong, proud and free
Rome guards me. Weil the outer nations

DUTCH WORDS SURVIVE
Many Derivatives and Names from That
Language Still in Use

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The editorial of the 28th inst. enti-
ded “‘Seups’ and Others” moves me to add
'to the number of words of Dutch erigin
which have been re:sined in local speech.
The impress of the first gettlers here haas sur-
vived in this particular much more than is
generally recognized.

There is the delectable cake known as the
“opuller,” which is much different from the
doughnut, & degenerate product of Yankee-
land, A pessimist has been described ss one

| one, pessimist or other, could find one in the
| cruller, which has the distinction of having
;hnd the dough twisted prior to th: process
of cooking. When next you eall for coffee
{and crullers note this fact, The Dutch verb,
|“Krullen,” to curl or turn, supplies the rea-
|son for the name.

| All of us use the word “kill”
| for many geographieal localities hereabouts
|are so designated. Such places as Kill van
iK'.;Il. Dutch Kills, Peekskill and Catskill, i
this state, and Sehuylkill, in Pennsylvania,
are familiar. The longest stream which in-
| donted the west shore of the island, the Great
| Kill, had one source at Broadway and Thirty-
|ninth Street, and this was undoubtedly the
reason of the accident there a short time
lago during the cveavation_for the subway
an explanation which wag ngt.man
the newspaper accounts.

Another branch started near Seventh Ave-
nue and Fifty-seventh Street, and both
joined before the creek emptied into the
Hudson at Forty-fourth Street, From it
arose the appellation of the Great Kill Road,
which left the river at Fourteenth Street,
ran east to beyond Eighth Avenue, and thence
continued through Chelsea to its termination
in the block between Forty-first and Forty-
second Streets, Eighth and Ninth Avenues,
where it met at right angles the Road Round
the Tour, thereby leading the traveller to the
Great Kill,

That essentially New York term, “stoop,
in the thse, “high stoop house,” for ex-
ample, is just an adaptation of the word
“stoep,” meaning “the steps at the entrance
of a house.” The local name “Gramercy” is
derived from “krom," crooked, and “mesje,”
little knife, & designation suggested by the
bend in the ereek which ran through the
present park. Scholars generally have agreed
to this derivation, The name of the chil-
dr_an's friend, Santa’ Claus, comes from
“Klaas,” i. e., Nicholas, St. Nicholas being
the patron saint of IHolland and this city.

Pearl, Beaver and Bridge streets and
.\h_;iden Lane and the Bowery still retain the
original names, and the word Brogdway is a
literal translation of “de Breede \\‘u;'.-," by
which name the thoroughfare was called by the

more or less,

Ao

t! Duteh. Doubtless your readera could supply!

{other examples, and so add to the interest in
| this subject while it is uppermost. ,
. : HOPPER STRIKER MOTT.
New York, Jan. 31, 1917,

Such Naivete!

To the Editor of The Tribune,
sir:  Your editorial on “Citizenship for
Teachers" deserves the full indursernoln'. of
|all fair-minded Americans. No applouse
necded for the action of the Board of Super-
intendents; the wonder rather is that our
public schools have for so long harbored

i3

but are often devoid of the epirit of Ameri-
canism.

About two years ago | took the examination
a2 teacher of foreign langusgea in the city's
day high schools, was the only suceessful
candidate and, as far as I know, am stil] the
only one who holds n license to teach that
particular subject. When the time came for
filing testimonials and other evidence of iit-
|ness I was simple enough to put in the very
fore my citizenship paper, only to learn T.hl’l
such puper was unnecessary. [ was under the
naive impression that this city would not
pay edugators before assuring itsclf that it
was paying American and not Siberian or
Ethiopian educators,

The fact of the whole matter is that the
city is paying salaries to non-eitizen teach-
ers, while I, a eitizen, have not even been
able to secure w place in the evening high
schools. A

New York, Jan, 31, 1017,

Preparedness
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: If the wisdom of the “despised and
rejected” mncients were not so lightly dis-
missed as it is to-day it might be less diffi-
cult to persuade some of our “leaders of
thought” of the right meaning of national
preparedness. The Romans of the age of
Augustus must have keenly appreciated the
blessing of pesee and anxiously sought to
preserve it. What, hiowever, is their ereed in
this matter? lan the pages of Horace ( Satires,
2,2, 110-111) we come upon this thought, pro-

verbial with the Romans, which means in its

; jof Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg's recent speech

teachers who not only lack legal citizenship, |

} GERMAN RUTHLESSNESS |

'To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: On May 15, 1915, the day on which
President Wi'son's first note on the Lusi-
tania tragedy was published, the writer ad-
dressed a brief letter of two lines 0 8 prom-
inent newspaper of this city, saying: “Presi-
dent Wilson's note will accomplish nothing.
Brute force is the only argument which
Germany uses or accepts, Results will
show."

That prediction has come true to the let-
ter. Results have shown that the Lusitania

: : |
The writer will venture to hazard one

more statement, viz.: Should any acute com-
plications arise between this country an
Germany, predicated upon Germany's Te-|
cent note threatening a renewal of subma-
rine atrocities, the President of the United
States will, in practical effect, make a total,
|complete and absolute backdown from the
| stand which he took in what is known as his
| Sussex note.
| He will eat his own words, and there will
|be no break with Germany.
FONTAINE MAURY.
New York, Feb, 1, 1817,

A Revised Version
[To the Editor of The Tribune,
S . I subpié hefewith my revised version

in the Reichstag. 1 have expressed the Chan-
lcellor's thought rather than his words.
| “Whereas the Prussian blockade of Paris
iin 1870 was successful and the Prussian
blockade of England in 1914-"17 is thus far|
| & failure, the world is ordered to judge that
the present British blockade of Germany is|
|entively illegal. You are commanded, there-
| fore, gentlemen, to pull the Berlin wool over
Ithe eyes of the world so that the Prussian
blockade of Paris may be forgotten and that
{no one will observe that the brutal British
| blockade could be ended at once by our sur-
render, even as the French ended the block-
ade of Paris. (Carried unanimously.) |
“And whereas individual initiative is in-|
|imical to imperial interests and fosters the|
detested democratic doctrines of countries
where culture unfortunately takes the place|
|of kultur, you are sentenced to group think-
ing. Germans must think, act, speak and
| hate England as one man, including women,
| remembering always that France—beioved
| Franee, which we admire so intensely since
|\'crdun-—has not the cold, fish heart of Eng-
land. and would not foree us to live on straw
and turnips in our ‘fodderland. (Carried
unanimously, with the exception of one so-|
| einliet, who is sentenced to five vears' penal
servitude.) |
“And whereas it is evident that even our|
(enemies love and admire Goethe, Buelhoven.i
| Sehiller, Schumann, Heine, Wagner and other
il;emmna. who, alas, were not Prussians, and

| who lived hefore the sun of Prussianism had
arisen to its meridian glory to dim the candle-
light of duller days, be |t enaeted that hence-

forth the world trans=fey its hero worship to
von Tirpitz and von Hindenburg, and that it
tremble in terror the might of the
twin titans whom God, with the consent of
the Kuiser, has appointed to erush the un-

belore

prepared and commercial criminals who
forced this unexpectedly long war on A na-
tion as heavily armed as ourseives, (Car-

lried as per order.)

| “And whereus the naval battle of Jutland
[ was such a tremerdously overwhelming vie-
tory for Germany that his imperial majesty
| (all rise together when von I.-B. lifte his
|hand and exclaim, ‘Hoch! Hoeh!' twice,
strietly in time with the waving hand) -as

|| was saying, the Kaizer, with the instinets|
|of a true sportsman, has allowed the shat-
| tered fleet of England eight months to rest
lup. But we mean to continue thiz eareful

terushing of proud Alhion's navy until we
gain the German freedom of the seize and
until our ships ean =ail unchallenged and
flaunt our flag triumphantly on the Prussian|
blue. (Loud cheers, followed by the singing)
of ‘Die Wacht am Rhein')

“And wherens the submarine, raised by
Prussian prestige from its lowly rank as a

d Repudiated.”

| gether, which would slmost certainly mean |

More Views of Tribune Readers Upon America’s Course—One Opinion Holds That Protest Is Enough, as in g
Case of the Allies’ Blockade—A Precedent from the Past and a Call for Sanity

freight ships, Great Britain by her illegal and
brutal acts has made it necessary for us to
sink armed ships at sight, horrible as the
thought is to the paternal Prussian heart
overflowing with the milk of prussic acid.”
CLARENCE LUCAS.
New York, Feb, 1, 1917,

A Protest Sufficient
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: In the interest of fairness:

In your issue of this morning, as & sub-
lread over the text of the German note, you
say: “Submarine Pledge to the United States
Near the conclusion of the
note you print, in black faced type, that
the Imperial Government “is now compelle
to continue the fight for existence, again
foreed upon it, with the full employment of
all weapons which it has at its disposal.”

When Germany surrendered to the de
mands of this country and forwent the use
against her enemies of her most effective
weapon at sea it was distinctly stated in
the note acceding to the wishes of the
government of the United States, of tWﬂ‘!
in  diplomatic, language, * that Germany.

| while nct admitting her course to have been |

unjustified theretofore, would thereafter
order all submarine commanders to observe
the rules of international law as to visit and
sonrch and would otherwise modify her
methods of treatment of merchant vessels
hy submarines only upon condition that the
United States required Great Britain and|
lier allies in the future also to observe the

derstood before the commencement of the|
AT, |

At that time this tone of Germany's note |
was considered by you and by some other
journals as insulting to the dignity of the
United States, Some publications went 50
far as to contend that the note should be!
returned and diplomatic relations forthwith |
broken off. |

Long prior to the sinking of the Sussex
our State Department had protested to
England upon the subject of her so-called |
blockade and had not hesitated to say that
the same was illegal. The same attitude,
although not quite so clearly expressed, has
Leen taken by our State Department as to
Fngland's orders in council declaring & war
sone and making other rules not justified
by the practice of nations in their relation)
with each other, and which interfered se-|
riously with the neutral rights of this coun-!
try and of many other countries which are
not parties to the war.

The Administration at Washington has
not insisted upon any modifieation of Eng-|
land’'s unlawful methods,

In going back to the methods pursued
prior to her promise to the United States)
Germany has simply done what she said she
would do in case England were permitted
to go her unlawful way. She has, therefore,|
not repudiated her pledge to the United|
States; she is simply taking advantage of|
a condition contained in her note to the
United States and it now appears that, in,
inserting that condition she took the tlrl!y|
course which adequately protects her against
& charge of having hroken hier premise.

Furthermore, in specifying territory about
Great Britain, Franee and Italy, within which
the seas will be unsafe for szhipping Ger-
many is only doing what England did early
in the war when she declared a war zone.
While the war zone declared by Germany is
more extensive than that declared by Eng-
land, the principle is precisely the same.

Your correapondent in Washington, in his
news story this morning, states that only
three ecourses of action are open to the
United States: (1) Recognition of the Ger-)
man blockade, which, he adds, might quiekly|
bring serious complieations with the Allies.
2y A complete backdown of the American
position taken at the time of the sinking
of the Sussex and in other Wilson notes to
Germany. (3) Breaking off diplomatic ne-
gotiations with the German Empire alto-

war with Germany.

It is respectfully suggested that the Ad-!

mers American toy to the honor of heing ministration at Washington might take the
{admitted to the German navy, has accom-| same attitude toward the go-called German
I plished the hitherto impossible feat of sink- Llockade that it has taken toward the paper
ing great passenger ships ten times its size, bioekade of Great Britain against Germany. |
and has made an indelible record which no| The Administration may protest mwnd call
[ other nation will ever imitate, which record is attention to the illegality of the blockade,
[sot in lotters of imperishable brass in the his-|and then permit Germany to ignore the pro-
tory of Prussianized Germany, we now de-|test. If the Allies make any objection to
clare that though our underseaboats have this course on the part of the United States, |
| mainly given their sttention to the sinking! this government has only to point to the
Inf unarmed and unwarned passenger and| fact that a similar protest by this country to|

ade the statement above quoted? [If hiz

statement be true that “statesmen every-

iwmrr DOES UNITED POLAND MEAN? =

| - - = where” desire the existence of “a united, in-
|Conflicting Facts of History Touching the ,.nendent and autonomous Poland,” whether

President’'s Vague Phrase |as an empire, kingdom or republic, he should|
AL f without delay advise the Senate, and through
To the Editor of The Tribune. them the people of this country, of the names|

Sirs  In the President’s speech to the _p4stionality of some of these “statesmen.”
Senite on Monday Iast he makes the follow- | W. DOUGLASS,
Ing extraordinary statement: “I take it for| Ridgefield, N, J, Jan, 26, 1917. |

simplest form: Si vis pacem, para bellum.
| (T ranslated for readers with a “modern” edu-
leation, it signifies: 1f you wish peace, pre-
'pare for war.) : i
Is this only a mud precept, characteristic doron-jrnt nmﬁ autonomous Poland.

of a nation of militarists, who were ineapable | “_r_f::r::-“ ““, r“-!-r'll:;:’-:!:: pl:::“::w?;h’:i h':

A A 3 . L ¥ . . p . 1r4
of a higher ideal and vision, or is it the be 'Iu_m-.-linn that soggesta. Itsell is. “Where 18

granted, for instunce, if 1T may venture upon
la single eanmple, that statesmen everywhere
are agreed that there should be a united, in-|

His conclusion is that “the release of |, know St e Aaved
ereative secondary personalities would °m;;,:_m" b ERG Qe (e 2aend Rezdi &

geem to depend largely upon some sort of | {ler gnlleys by their hundreds begt to ren;

intoxication,” and this he believes to be Who halts their course halts Rome; and let|

“obviously tirue” not only of alcohol but of
suberculosis, the toxins of which are also
credited with the liberation of a multitude
of ingenious personalities.

The truth is so {ar from obvious to all
men that Huxley, for instance, held that
one who required alecholic provocation to
produce work might take it as a sure sign
that it was work for which he was unfitted,
It muy well be that he was wholly wrong:
it nray be, too, that Dr. Jacobson ix wholly

right in his assumption that his long list

them gee
Their cause is just, for where the eagles go
Until the trumpets of their victory blow
Rome knows no rest, whate'er the odds may
be,
But who are these proud citizens who creep
About the world at some strange Kaiser's
will?
Whose ships go trembling forward on the
deep
Decked liko n clreus elown, What men fulfill
Their duties o ignobly? Who can keep
Thetr people honored whom they guard so
in?
A. C. GRETTON.

with the facts of reality, n people whone lnw
and government were an inestimable con-
tribution Lo the progress of civilization?
A READER.
Valatie, N. Y., Jan. 31, 1017.

A New Empire State
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: | have read with u good deal of inter-
est the letter from J. H. Bellinger in this
morning’s isue, and, while to a certain ex-
tent his article is true, 1 beiieve it would only
be a question of time when s=ome political
party would be =0 firmly rooted that no one

been working on what 1 believe would be an
ideal state. 1 call it the Empire State. Take
a geography and draw an imaginary line from
Port Jervis to the boundary line between
Connectieut and Vermont. This would bring
into this new state some of the wealthiest
counties in this state. Then, with the
coneurrence of the eitizens, include the
following counties in New Jersey: Ber-
gen, part of Passaie, Eesex and Hudson coun-
ties. Let the westerly boundaries be the
Pamon and Rockaway rivers, Ag at present,
a great majority of the citizens in these coun-
ties hnve business in this eity, This new Em-
pire State would become one of the wealth-
jest and, what is more to be considered, the
greatest business state in the world, barring
nene. H. HENRY D. KLINKER.
New York, Feb, 2, 1817,

A Forty-ninth State
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A most comprehensive aspect of
Greater New York as a world metropolis
fitted for its obligations appears in the let-
ter, “Make This Port a Forty-ninth State.”
Therein is an opportunity for systematie
preparedness of Ameriea for Ameries by
Ameriea unlikely of attainment otherwise,
n wublime subject for our more or less al-
leged patriotic societies and statesmen to
focus their efforts upon,

JOHN WINFIELD SCOTT.

New York, Feb. 2, 1017,

could have it displaced, For some time I have|

{ bie
lief of & practical people, accustomed to drnltpﬂmnd ™ Does M. Wilson-mesn that the old

| Kingdom of Poland, st one time the lurgest
in Europe, should be restered? Does he know
that such a restoration would inelude, tow-
ard the east, Tully one-third of Russia in Ku-|

rope, to within n few miles of Moscow, and
| o the west all of P'russia, to and including
| Brandenburg, which province the Kaiser's

ancestors originally held as a Polish fief, and|
which stretehes slong the Baltie Sea from|
the Vistula to Memel? In the secon) Swed-
ish and Polish war (1650), Frederick William,
the *“Grest FElector,” with charucteristie
Prussien unserupulousness, fought first o
one side and then on the ether, The Swedes|
Jpniti him for tho assistance rendered them|
at the battle of Warsaw by recognizing him/|
|3 independent sovereign of the Duchy of
Prussin, Having received his pay he de-|
I_-.-.-md them, and in 1657 was paid for hia|
Itreachery by the formal rolinguishment by
Poland of its feudal rights over Prussia. |
| In the partition of Polamid, as rearranged
by the Congress of Vienna in 1815, Russia re-
|L-ui\‘(<d 290,500 gquare miles, with a popula-
tion of 16,000,000; Austria, 35500 square
miles, with & population of 5000000, and
Prussia, 28,000 square miles, with 4 popula-
tion of 3,000,000, her share including the
Province of Pasen, most of West Prussia and
several districts in Eanst Prussia,

How much of the territory then distrib !
uted does the President think should l'IowI

Who Sells the Cheap Food? i
To the Editor of The Tribune. .

Sir: Now that the twenty-one-dsy test of
the 25-cent food has been made and it has
been found that a man can be suitably nour-|
ished for that sum, would it not be a good|
idea for the dietitian or business manager, or|
whoover did the purchasing for their meals,
to tell the public where food can be purchased
at the prices quoted? Unfortunatly I lost|
the elippings T made from the papers which,
gave the actua]l cost of foods as served, but|
I do know that, excepting the bread, every
article was from b to 100 per cent lower than
it can be secured in any market I know of.
Begin with milk quoted at 8 cents. All “B"|
milk is 10 cents, and A" is 12 cents. Ham-|

n burger steak was quoted at 14 cents, I think.| last November was 18513,

It is 24 cents u pound in & first eclass market.
Bacon I puy 45 cents a pound for. It is a lit-
tle less in the piece, but also some waste. As
I remember, it was quoted at about 20 cents
in the priee list, and =0 on with all the meats,|
Bananas sre from 20 to 30 cents a dozen,
and oranges from 30 centa up. Yet they were
quoted at 1 eent each. |
Unless it can be told where food can be
purchased at the prices which were quoted, ||
can’t see how anything of value has been
demoanstrated. MABEL WILSON KECK.
Flushing, N. Y., Jan. 80, 1917. |

“What Did He Mean?”
To the Editer of The Tribune.
Sir: For your editorial entitled “What Did
He Mean?" in which you refute the absurd

be included in & “united, independent and| contentions of “Tha New York World"” with

autonomous Paland”?  And does he think
that any “statesmen” in Prussia, Austria o
Ttussin have angreed, or will agree, to any
such disposition of territory now claimed by

regird to President Wilson's Senate speech, [
thank you. In to-day's issue of that same
paper in an editorial inveighing aguinst the

them, and whieh they have occupied us their ““.UP.I“:U' of the Preaident’s critics and
own for more than one hundred years? | pointing out that what he meant was not to

Out of the part allotted to Russin in IRl.':I"""P"“ peace terms upon the belligerents, but
the major part of the Grand Duchy of War- merely to state what kind of peace must be
|eaw, embracing a tract bounded by a line mede if the United States is to be a party
drawn from Thorn to near Cracow on the to its guarantee. “The World” hardly betters
west to the rivers Bug and Niemen on the the case by this explanation. The kind of
cast. was made n conatitutional kingdom,! reace we will guarantee, says Mr. Wilson,
subject to the Czar, but in 1832 was declared must be a “peace without victory”-~in other
!a Russian province. In 1863 this Kingdom of words, it must be such a peace as will bring
Poland disgppenred, and was subsequently no adequate punishment to those nations
known as the “Territory of the Vistula,” und which, even “The World" admits, are the
later as the “Vistula Government.” Is it this aggressors and beginners of this awful con-
portion of the original Kingdom,of Poland|flict, G.H W
which was in the President’s mind when he| Boston, Muss., Jan. 26, 1917,

the Allies on sccount of a similar
tior. ereated by Great Britain has been
ed by the Allies in precisely the way thyy
(.'ermnnr is treating the protests of ﬁ'
United States against similar illegal uu‘,'
G_-rmmy. It is difficult to see how la,‘ -,
;u;;n cl;mplicationu with the Allies !
ollow the assumption of suc

the United States, .,

In these statements 1 am not
to excuse either the Entente Allies
Central Powasrs for either their acts :::a. ‘
Iation of international law or in violatiey
of the rights of neutrals. 1 am not ".J
claiming that the attitude of the Administra.
Li_on at Washington has been judicious, dig.
nified or right. I am simply endeavoring
point out that our government may n&
more serious and embarrassing compliea.
tions, even at this late day, by according
to all the nations at war the same treat.
ment,

If we are to enforee our demands znlu]
Germany snd her allies, we should do the
same with Great Britain and her allies; §§
we are to permit Great Britain und her gj. |
lies to disregard and ignore our just pre.
tests, there can be no reason for our jp.
sisting upon Germany’s giving serious st
tention to our protests under similar ejp.
cumstances, ANDREW COLVIN,

New York, Feb, 1, 1917,

J
]

The Intrepid Spirit of the Past
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The following address of Harvayd

|rules of international law as they were un-!gstudents appeared in “The Boston Centinel®

of May 18, 1798, of sufficient interest, in view

of recent developments, to warrant publies

tion:

“ADDRESS
“TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN ADAMS.
“PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
“Sit: We flatter ourselves you will ‘net

be displeased at hearing that the walls of
yvour native seminary are now inhubited by
youth possessing sentiments congenial with
vour own, We do not pretend to great pa
litical sagacity; we wish only to convine
mankind that we inherit the intrepid spirit
of our ancestors and disdain submission
to the wiil of a rapacious, lawless and im.
perious nation, Though removed from
active life, we have watched with anxiety
the interests of our country, We hawe
sepn & nation in Europe” grasping st l.lnt-'
versal conquest, trampling on the laws of
God amd nations, systematizing rapine and
plunder, destroying foreign governments by
the strength of her arms or the pestilencs
of her embraces and sesattering prineipla
which subvert social order, raise the storm
of domestie faction and perpetuste the
horrors of revolution. We have seen this
seme nation violating our neutral rights,
spurning our pacific proposals, her piratical
citizens sweeping our ships from the ses
and venal presses under her control pour
ing out torrents of abuse on men who have
grown gray in our service. We have seen
her ministers in this eountry insulting eur
government by a daring, unprecedentsd
and contemptuous appeal to the people, and
her agents at home offering  condition
which slaves whose necks have grown to
the yoke would reject with indignation. We
have seen this, sir, and our youthful bloed
has boiled within us, When, in oppositica
to such conduct, we contemplate the meas
ures of our own government, we cannst
but admire and venyrate the unsullied in
tegrity, the decisive prudence and digni
fied firmness which have uniformly charae
terized your administration. Impressed
with these sentiments, we now selemnly
offer the unwasted ardor and unimpaired
energies of our youth to the servics of our
country. Our lives are our only property;
and we were not the sons of those whe
zealed our liberties with their bload if we
would not defend with these lives that seil
which now affords a peaceful grave to the
mouldering bones of our forefsthers”—
From “Channing’s Memoirs,” Vol. 1, Pape
60, Willtam Crosby & H. I'. Nichols, Ros-

ton, 1845,

FREDERIC KING
New York, Feb, 1, 1017,

A Call for Sanity

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your editorial “Germany Wants War*
impels me to ask you why you do not [
gome sane person to write these war ediv
torials. You have had a few that wers sné
and truthful HENRY W. STRUSS

New York, Feb, 1, 1017,

IF SOUTH VOTED AS NORTH

Mr. Hughes Would Be President, l‘i
Republican Congress
To the Editor of The Tribupe.

Sir: Your ecorrespondent “Manece” stk
yesterday the effect upon the lute election
“if the South voted as the North.” Angwe
ing in the terms that countthose of the
Electoral College—the effect of cqual spplit
ertion of the United States Constitution I8
the North snd South would be as stuted b
Tows

Grouping twelve states as the “Solid South®
and all the rest of the country, thirtyals
states, as the “North,” and using the 191
w“World Almanae” figures, we find that the
North had one vote in the College for evefly
50,042 voters, while the South had one voit
for every 20,888 voters, In other words, o8
Southern vote weighed as much ns two s8é
two-fifths votes cast anywhera elsn,

The effect upon the last eloction of thib
illegal condition may be figured out as fo
lows: The total popular vote for Presidet
710, of which the
Solid South” east 2,478,945, or about 13 p&f
cent of the total Presidential vote. The Ele
toral College consists of 531 members, enct
styte sending one member for each of jts 9
Senators and one for cach of its Congress
men. Eliminating the 95 “Senatorial” mes:
Lers not afected by size of popular v
there are 435 Presidentinl electors cor
sponding to the Congressmen. Of thess, o
the hasis of popular vote, as above, the
i» entitled to a littie less than 13 per
or fifty-soven clectors; while by virtee
Lreach of the Fourteenth Amendment (.
doned, we must admit, by the North for 1
sons that are often discreetly sidestepped
party managers), the “Solid South,” in
casts 115 Electoral College votes, i €
votes to which they have no right under
Constitution,

Mr. Wilson's majority in the Electorsl OO
lege was 2%

Had those 58 excess votes been taken s¥
frem the South—as it was the swom
of previous Congresses to do- Mr H
would be President on the 4th of next
and the Sixty-fifth Congress would now ¥
preparing its organization with a strong
jority of Republicans behind n Re ]
President. Perhaps you or some of y¥'
correspondents will mnswer “Manee's” o
cluding inquiry: “Is it not about time B
(apportionment) law was amended ™™

ARTHUR 0. TOWN

New York, Jan, 25, 1917,




